268   RUGS AND CARPETS

TEXTURE

The present interest in texture is nowhere more evident than
in rugs and carpets. Texture variations are needed for contrast
with the large areas of sleek glass that are used today. Some of
the most interesting one-tone carpets and rugs have texture pt-
terns made by the combination of cut and uncut loops, or the
combination of straight and twisted yarns, or by several heights
of pile. The best of the sculptured patterns are not conspicuous.
For bedrooms shaggy rugs of string or fur are sometimes used
with Modern furnishings. See pages 278, 348, and 424.

DURABILITY

A shopper should be able to judge the durability of a rug if
a factual label were provided with it. The necessary informa-
tion should include a statement of the kind of fibers used, par-
ticularly in the pile, the weight of each kind of fiber, the ply
of the yarn, the pitch, the iwres, and the shot.

Fibers may be classed as natural, like wool and cotton, or man-
made like nylon and rayon. Sometimes two or more different
fibers are combined in one rug or carpet. Wool is generally con-
sidered to be a superior fiber for carpets because it is resilient,
durable, and color-fast. All domestic wool carpets are perma-
nently mothproofed but the foreign products are not. Carpet
wools come from cold, mountainous countries that have stormy
winters. Cotton fibers are soft and crushable, they soil easily and
are likely to fade; however, they wear fairly well. Cotton is used
mostly in the cheaper rugs at the present time, but it was made
into better rugs when wool could not be imported. Nylon is
resilient, very durable, easily cleaned, and resists mildew and
moths. It is used alone or added to other fibers to give them
strength. Rayon is crushable and generally undesirable so it is
used in the less costly rugs. It may look well for a brief period.
The acrylic fibers are long wearing and easily cleaned. Some
continuous filament fibers wear very well and do not crush.

Jute and hemp help to make firm backs for carpets and rugs.
Jute is strong and inexpensive but will decay under moisture.

The weight or quantity of each kind of fiber woven into a
rug would be valuable information for the consumer. The rug
with the largest percentage of the most durable fibers will wear